


































Sec. 11-4 Penalty for violation. 

Any person, firm, or corporation violating any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punishable by a fine not to 
exceed Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for all violations involving fire safety, or public health 
and sanitation and shall be fined not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for all other 
violations of this ordinance. Each day or any portion thereof during which any violation of this 
ordinance occurs or continues shall be deemed a separate offense and upon conviction thereof shall 
be punishable as herein provided. 

SECTIONS. 

This article shall be cumulative of all provisions of ordinances of the Code of the City of Fort Worth, Texas 
(2015), affecting Electrical Code provisions, as amended, and shall not repeal any of the provisions of such 
ordinances, except in those instances where provisions of such ordinances are in direct conflict with the 
provisions of this ordinance. 

SECTION 6. 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the sections, paragraphs, 
sentences, clauses, and phrases of this ordinance are severable, and, if any phrase, clause, sentence, 
paragraph, or section of this ordinance shall be declared void, ineffective, or unconstitutional by 
the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such voidness, ineffectiveness, 
or unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, 
and sections of this ordinance, since the same would have been enacted by the City Council without 
the incorporation in this ordinance of any such void, ineffective, or unconstitutional phrase, clause, 
sentence, paragraph, or section. 

SECTION 7. 

Any person, firm, or corporation violating any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punishable by a fine not to 
exceed Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for all violations involving fire safety, or public health 
and sanitation and shall be fined not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for all other 
violations of this ordinance. Each day or any portion thereof during which any violation of this 
ordinance occurs or continues shall be deemed a separate offense and upon conviction thereof shall 
be punishable as herein provided. 

SECTION 8. 

All rights and remedies of the City of Fort Worth, Texas are expressly saved as to any and 
all violations of the previous Electrical Code, or any other ordinances affecting construction and 
fire safety, which have accrued at the time of the effective date of this ordinance: and, as to such 
accrued violations and all pending litigation, both civil and criminal, whether pending in court or 
not, under such ordinances, same shall not be affected by this ordinance but may be prosecuted 
until final disposition by the courts. 
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SECTION 9. 

A copy of the 2020 National Electrical Code, together with the local amendments contained 
in this ordinance, shall be filed in the office of the City Secretary for permanent record and 
inspection. 

SECTION 10. 

The Department of Development Services of the City of Fort Worth, Texas, is hereby 
authorized to publish this ordinance in pamphlet form for general distribution among the public, 
and the operative provisions of this ordinance as so published shall be admissible in evidence in 
all courts without further proof than the production thereof, as provided in Chapter XXV, Section 
3, of the Charter of the City of Fort Worth, Texas. 

SECTION 11. 

The City Secretary of the City of Fort Worth, is hereby directed to publish the caption and 
Sections 1, 7, 9, 11 and 12 of this ordinance for two (2) days in the official newspaper of the City 
of Fort Worth, Texas as authorized by Section 2, Chapter XXV of the Charter of the City of Fort 
Worth, Texas and by Section 52.013 (a) of the Texas Local Government Code. 

SECTION 12. 

This ordinance shall take effect upon January 1, 2021. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY: 

Meti11da 'Ra111os 

Melinda Ramos, Sr. Assistant City Attorney 

ADOPTED: December 15, 2020 

EFFECTIVE: January 1, 2021 
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Mary Kayser, City Secretary 
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City of Fort Worth, Texas 

Mayor and Council Communication 
DATE: 12/15/20 M&C FILE NUMBER: M&C 20-0921 

LOG NAME: 062020 NATIONAL ELECTRIC CODE 

SUBJECT 

(ALL) Adopt Ordinance Adopting the 2020 National Electrical Code with City of Fort Worth Electrical Amendments to be Effective January 1, 2021 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt the ordinance amending the Fort Worth Electrical Code to adopt the 2020 National Electrical Code, 
with local amendments, to be effective January 1, 2021. · 

DISCUSSION: 

The Texas Electrical Safety and Licensing Act requires the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR) to adopt the National Electrical 
Code (NEC) as the electrical code for the State of Texas. The NFPA 70 (NEC) is revised and updated every three (3) years. The State of Texas 
adopts this revised NEC code every three (3) years as required by The Texas Electrical Safety and Licensing Act. On June 30, 2020, the Texas 
Commission of Licensing and Regulation published in the Texas Register their intent to adopt the 2020 NEC as the minimum standard for all 
electrical work in Texas. The effective date for the State will be November 1, 2020 (delayed from the proposed date of September 1, 2020 due to 
COVID-19). Electrical work in Texas started on or after November 1, 2020 must be installed in accordance with the 2020 NEC. Adopting the 2020 
NEC as the Fort Worth Electrical Code aligns City and State requirements for electrical work. 

The Construction and Fire Prevention Board of Appeals reviewed the approval and adoption of the 2020 NEC and the local amendments at its 
meeting on November 12, 2020. The local electrical industry, the Development Advisory Committee and TEXO have been notified with no 
opposing comments. The 2020 National Electrical Code continues the practice of recognizing new technologies and providing new devices for 
the safe installation of electrical systems. The City of Fort Worth local amendments are based on the amendments recommended for regional 
adoption by the North Central Texas Council of Governments and our local practices. 

There is no fee increase proposed in this ordinance. 

A Form 1295 is not required because: This M&C does not request approval of a contract with a business entity. 

FISCAL INFORMATION/ CERTIFICATION: 

The Director of Finance certifies that approval of this recommendation will have no material effect on City funds. 

Submitted for City Manager's Office by: Dana Burghdoff 8018 

Originating Business Unit Head: D.J. Harrell 8032 

Additional Information Contact: Allison Gray 8030 




